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Dogme in ELT 
 
When:   Saturday, 13th February 2021, 2:00pm 
Where:  online 
 
Born from an article written by Scott Thornbury almost exactly 21 years ago which sparked the emergence of a global, 
grassroots collective counter-movement against both the prevailing waste and excess in ELT courseware and the lack of 
genuine conversation in classrooms, 2021 is - literally - the year in which Dogme ELT, also known as Teaching Unplugged, 
comes of age. 
 
What better time, then, to look back a little at the roots of this ... what, exactly?  This movement, this mindset, this 
method?  What better time to take stock of where we are now, in this radically disrupted point in the history of our 
profession, and ask ourselves how, despite - or perhaps precisely because of - current pressure to embrace technology and 
tools to "deliver learning", an analog approach like Dogme ELT is more relevant today than ever. 
 
In the participant-driven and co-constructed spirit of Dogme ELT, this workshop will provide a shared space to explore 
our questions and hone our skills - the following are possible directions our conversation could take - but we may find 
others: 

• the history of Dogme ELT  
• listening as a teaching skill  
• real-time language awareness  
• weaving > "winging it" 
• the Internet - unplugged  
• travelling light back into the face-to-face classroom  

 
Anthony Gaughan has been involved in teaching and teacher education for over 25 years mainly  in 
the UK, Germany, Poland and - thanks to the affordances of technology and the consequences of 
COVID-19 - increasingly online.  He first encountered Dogme ELT in a talk by Scott Thornbury at the 
British Council Berlin in 2000/2001, and since then has worked on applying Dogme principles and 
minimalist approaches to initial teacher training on his CELTA courses in Hamburg (for which he 
was denounced as "dangerous and irresponsible" at the first Dogme Symposium at IATEFL 2011 in 
Brighton) as well as writing about this and related topics at http://teachertrainingunplugged.com  

 
 
Non-ELTA-Rhine members can register for the event by sending an email to events@elta-rhine.de  
 
Not a member of ELTA-Rhine? You can attend one workshop for free and any subsequent workshop for a nominal fee. 
Membership is €40 per year with access to over 50 workshops over 12 months. Students can apply for a reduced rate. 
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